
Soaring on a Complex
Albert Mordell Finds Repression
A Stimulus to Many Writers

By Ralph Block
C MOTTTR IN l.ITKRATVRE. By
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For one reason or another, Dr. Mor-

dell's book on "The Erotic Motive in

Literature" fails to do all it seeras to

promise. Tbe failuro is due partly
to «he method and partly to a kind of

;cnt8ntiouS flag .ving over the
3i2"itv of art and hfe in general that
hntts into the scientific attitude and
Bushes it out of the way. Froud artd
Mjdeseendants set up a pretty good
framework t'or a scientific analysis of
the emotions of Iiterary people and
?heir relation to reality. It promised

jj, jn the righi hands toward clear-
ine away thp u>s of guesswork and
fible that gathers around the lives of
«U people who deal in the stuff of the
;ffigeination. Dr. Mordell makea a ten-
Utive aeproach toward this kind of
¦ewntinc criticism, but tho old fashion,
i^ith its easy generalizations, is hard
to be rid of. Between this unwilling-
,,ess of the old criticism to give up
maeniricence and sentimentality and
especiahy didacticism, and Dr. Mor-
dell's ignorance of the fact that a good
many people may bo already famiiiar
.vfith modern theories of auppreasion
and the unconscious. ho manages to
turn out a book which is partly warmed
over truths. several platitudes and a

sraa!! original contribution to research.
The erotic basfs erotic as Dr. Mor¬

dell puts it in the sense of any con-

r.ecHon with passionate love.of rnost
creat imaginative expression is a good
enough basis for research, but it is
n«t, of course. a new idea. A fairly
strong belief in it existed long before
Freud had any thing to say on the mat¬
ter. Mr. Huneker, Who is late in the
list, has spent a frnitful lifetime writ-
in?' about it. Dr. Mordell seems to
imply. without saying so, that these
»re really matters for astonishment.
He seems unabie to get over being
gmawd and not a little shocked by
whs: is going on deep inside the human
tonsciousness. Ho says, for instance,
lB hii ehapter "Eroticism in Life."
"Any one who has listened to the

eonversation of men in the club or

gmoker, in the factory or office, in the
barroom or sitting room. cannot be
blind tc t'ne fact that the erotic inter¬
ests rule u-; far more than we wish to
adinit. He who thinks that the wealthy
ere too much absorbed in accumulating
more riches and the poor too much
worn out hy the struggle for exist-
ence to be occupied with erotic fancies
is mistaken. A day spent in a fac¬
tory or an evening at a club will show
#i» that the millionaire and the pauper
jre brothers under the skin."

After a good deai of Freudian re-
statement Dr. Mordell say? a number
of interesting things about liousehold
Iiterary gods. He finds Browning and
TVordsworth. pedestailed so long by
the pure in heart. swollen with uncon-
scioufi erotic imagery, symbolic of the
¦uppressions in their personal careers.
Co-.v-per was ruined mentally by the
(Edipu3 complex, and Byron and
Shcliey both wrote a lot of fine litera¬
ture in their efforts to oscape the
"brciher and sister motive." C'harlotte
Bronte wanted to have children by a
Mr. Heger, and, not being able to gothim for a mate, wrote a lor. of novels
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instead. She put everything she wanted
into the books. Dr. Mordeli greatly ad-
mires Le Rochefoueauld, because most
of the maxims were iinely descriptive
of the processes of the unconscious,
the ego and the libido. Poe, he says,talked so much about the death or
loved ones because before he was
twenty-three he had lost six women
with whom he had been in love.
The author asserts without qualifl-

cation in a paragraph all to itself: "If
there were no repressions there would
be little literature."
He confesses this is not a pleasant

theory to believe, but feels it is the
truth and must be swallowed. It leads
to strange paths. What were the sup-
pressions that mado Laura Jean Libbey
and Ouida? Then there are Mrs. Flor¬
ence Barclay, Gene Stratton Porter and
Harold Bell Wright. It may even ex-
plain the deeps of Joseph Conrad and
the stone labyrinths of Henry James.
As an angle of criticism, doubtless

with a more thorough application of
facts and fewer generalities, this
ought to open up a good many new
avenues of approach to creative genius.
As a final pronouncement it seems to
take li/e and its expression a little too
mechanistically and unimaginatively to
obtain credence for long as anything
more than an hypothesis.

Kerensky, by Himself

JRussian Makes Clear Some
Reasons for the Revolution
By William Henry Chamberlin
THB PRKIil'DE TO BOLSHEVISM. By A.

].". Kerensky. Dodd, Mead & Co., New
Vork. $:.50. net.
It is always interesting to read a

statesman's analysis of the causes of
his own downfall. And Kerenslcy's ex-
tended discussion of the Kornilov plot,
with its farreaching and disastrous con-

sequences, is peculiarly valuable and in-
structive, because it is written in an

eminently impartial and fairminded
spirit. Throughout the book the author's
personal feelings are altogether sub-
merged in his consciousness of the su-
preme tragedy which Kornilov's i 11 -ad¬
vised and reckless movement brought
upon Russia.
Kerensky sets down the stenographic

record of his testimony before the com¬
mittee appointed to inquire into the
Kornilov affair. He also appends a;
number of subsequent explanatory ob-
servations and reflections. Both the
testimony and the comments give a

strikingly vivid picture of the young
Russian democracy in its death agony,
maintaining a futile strujrgle against
the twofold attack of Bolshevism and
of Czarist reaction. Kerensky is firmly
convinced that, but for Kornilov's ef-
fort to set up a military dictatorship.
the Bolshevik rejplution could never
have taken placeT In support of this
theory he points out the fact that in
August, 1917. at the time of Kornilov's
movement, the influence of the soviets
was perceptibly waning and there was
every prospect that Russia would soon
adopt an orderly, democratic govern¬
ment. based upon the cooperation of
all classes. After the revolt, on the
other hand, there was a tremendous
outburst of popular feeling against the
army officers. against the propertied
rlasses, against all who were suspected
af desiring or plotting for a counter
revolution. This feeling, skilfully stim-
ulated by Bolshevist agitators, finally!
found expression in the November up-
neaval, which definitely destroyed the
provisional government and plunged
Russia into the desperate civil class
war which is still going on.
The value of Kerensky's work to the

studcnt of the Russian revolution is
D-reat and unmistakable. It sheds light
upon a number of puzzling and am-
biguous episodes. It gives a clear pict¬
ure of the composition of the provi-
sional government, of the personalities
of its leading supporters and enemies.
It places a deserved share of responsi-
bility for the Russian collapse upon the
shouiders of the "Bolsheviki of the
Right," of the generals and capitalists
who were willing to see their country1
pemh before they would coSperate
with a genuinely democratic r.gime.
Above all, the book is calculated to ex-
cite eympathy and respect for its au¬
thor, who unconsciously reveals him-
self 8B a true, self-sacrificing patriot,!
who did all that one man could to save
his country from impending civil war!
and dissolution, but finally fell a vic-
tim to forces which were too powerful
for him to resist.

Thc Four Horsemen
of the Apocalypsc

THE GREATEST NOVEL OF MODERN TIMES BYTHE GREAT SPANISH NOVELIST BLASCO IBANEZ

Blood and Sand
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Sketches by Ibanez
Several Striking Short Stories

Included in "Luna
Benamor"

LUNA BENAMOR by Vicente Blasoo
Ibtnez. Publlshed by the Jdhn TT. L,uce
& Co. 209 pages. Prlce, $1.25.
"Luna Benamor" seems to be the

work of a man who is still experiment-
ing. It contains flashes of brilliant
descriptive writing which have dis-
tinguished other books by Ibanez, but
there is no evident mastery of the art
of telling a story. In fact, there is
little story to tell. The book is a
rather florid romance of Gibraltar, a
Puccini piece without music. The
story concerns the love of a young
Spaniard for a Jewish heiresa and ends
with their inevitable separation on ac¬
count of the religious barrier which
is raised by her family.
The characters of the two chief per-

sonages are sketched rather slightly
and the other figures in the book are
merely types. The book has a good
deal of color and a certain amount of
passion, but it brings no new light on
an old theme.
The novel is comparatively short and

is followed by six short stories, three
of which are brilliant. The manne.r
is that of Maupassant and even the
unsuccessful tales are" at least. good
imitations. "Luxury," "Compassion"
and "The Windfall" are better than
that. The first of these is a sketch of
a man who pauses to moralize as he is
about to leave a den of iniquity. It
has quite the point of view of Mau¬
passant but it contains enough origi¬
nal and true observation to make it
something more than a study after
another master. "Compassion," in
spite of its tragic ending, has some¬

thing of a heroic gesture which Ibanez
could not have learucd from the
Frenchman, and the irony of the ex¬
ceedingly striking stojry "The Wind¬
fall" is softened by' an engaging kind-
liness
"The Toad" i^ less original. It is

written around a cruel joke such as
Maupassant might have enjoyed, but
it has not the plausibility with which
he would have endowed it. "Rabies"
goes into a detailed description bf a
victim'a symptoms and is horrible
without having any compensationg im-
portance. "The Last Lion" is a trifle.
The publishers say that much of the

early reputation of Ibanez was foflnded
on these short stories, and at least
half of them are striking enough to
have given good promise of the work
to come. H. B.

Aces and Others
Two Interesting Books About

French Fliers
ABOVE TRE BATTI.ES, by C. H. A.
Andre. Translated by Mrs. Philip Dun
can Wilson. Publlshed by Doubleday,
Page &¦¦ Co. Prlce $1.50.

BIRD9 OF A FEATHER. by Marcel TNa-
daml. Translated by Floronce Con-
verse. Publlshe<l by Doubleday, Page
& Co. Prlce $1.50.
The romance and tragedy, the monot-

ony and sudden terrific excitements -of
the life of the French Flying Corps are

caught in the pages of this book. Mere
sketches they are, disconnected inci-
denta with the indcmitable spirit of
the airmen the unifying note, that
spirit which confronta countless dan-
gers and utter wearinesa with daunt-
le6s courage to attack and patient cour-
age to endure.
There are no real personallties, only

brief glimpses of the men who act in
the tremendouB drama of the air bat-
tles. Because the stage and the play
are ao vast that the actors are relative-
ly unimportant they are not missed.
We take the parts ouraelves. We know
the ecstacy of the ieap of the wide-
winged plane into the fresh sky of
early morning, the fear of blind fog.
the struggle againat wind and driving
storm. We feel the sharp anguish of
a close combat againat odds, and the
exquiaite relief of sudden sucoor and
escape. We hear the hideons roar of
battle rising to us even above the
clouds and we know the weary return
from a successful flight, too exhausted
from the asronizing hours of endurance
for exultation in work well and safely
done.

There is a certain sense of monotony
toward the end, but it does not come

through any lack of variety in the in-
cidents. It is impossible to maintain
the same intensity of interest through¬
out so many breathless adventures. A
high-pitched note too long held will in
the end dull the most sensitive ear.

N'adaud's book, "Birds of a Feather."
gives a personal touch to aviation.
His four heroes are definitely and ef-
fectively characterizcd. The book is
made up of a short series of the fic-
tltious adventures of these fliers. The
incidents are in turn romantic, humor-
ous and tragic. Perhaps the best is a
story called'"The Climbers,'' in which
two French aviators are forced to de-
sciend behind the German lines at
night and manage to repair their ma¬
chine and get away aga'in just at day-
break.
When the 'plane reaches home the

commander of the squadron rushes
forward to congratulate the pilot. In
reply the pilot draws from beneath
his coat a bunch of flowers and sug
gests that they might be a pleasing
present for the captain's wifo since
these are flowera picked on German
soil. Much of the grace and gestureof French army spirit has been caughtin "Birds of a Feather."

James Oliver
Curwood

THE great Northwest
is Curwood's ground.
He has made it again

the thrilling scene of a
romance.

Nomads
of the North
in which the lives of a
man and a woman are

strangely affected by the
comradeship of a dog and
a bear. A delightful mix-
ture of adventure and
humor. Net, $1.50
At all bookstores
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Don't Miss
The TIN SOLDIER

By Tcmpte Balley
iOIH Thouaond

Ai all baoketoree $1 !.
PBrw rnniiisHiNo co., rhiiadoipnia

~ Fiction
RfTH OF THE U. 8 A Rv PM_.i.Balmer. Published by A^C. M Clu ;'_Co. IMustrated. Pp. 361. Prlce $1.50.
With papers provided her by a Ger¬

man secret agent, who mistakes her for
a confederate, Ruth leaves the office
in Chicago where she is employed as
a stenographer and goes to France.

j even to the battlefeld itself. The
various incidents in which she takespart and her efforts to aid the Allies
are excitingly told.

THE CURTATN OF STEEL. Bv the au_!"_.. .5 _"I5 'I? Northern __I_t_"? _t_Publishjd by George H. Doran Corn:pany. Pp. .49. Prlce $1.50.
The author of this book about the

British navy served with that organi-
zation as a chaplrin throughout the
war. The fiction through the six reels
of this naval film is fact disguised, and
the telling is vigorous.

OORNELTA. By Lucy Fltch Perktne. II-lustrated by the author. Published byHoughton Mlfflln Company. I'p. 202

Cornelia is a benevolent despot who
would rather be sorry than safe and
moulds her life accordingly. Although
in the Rebecca class, the book is ap-
pealing to adult as weil as youthful
readers, and Mrs. Perkins's illustra-
tions are as jolly as thc story itself.

LAD: A DOG. By Albert Fayson Ter-
]-rk.e- Published by E. F. Dutton & Co.

Dedicated to the memory of Mr. Ter-hune's collie Sunnybank Lad, this
story immortalizes as did BeautifulJoe man's best friend and a dog who
in this case was a thoroughbred "inbody and soul."

FTJTURIST STORIES. Bv Margery Ver-
ner Reeci. Published by Mltchell Ken-nerloy. pp. 71. price jj.
A piece of work which requires as

great. mental gyrations to understand,
as futurist paintings.
THE SHRIEKING FIT. Bv Arthur JKees. .lohn l.ane Company. Pp. 351Price $1.60.
An interesting detective story by an

cxpert on crime, once a shining lightat Scotland Yard. Detective Reea has
given an unusual twist to his story bymaking the leading figure a victim of
epilepsy, while the mystery of a grew-
some murder is unraveled against abackground of native ignorance andsuperstition.
T"B

,
LADT FROM LONG ACRE. ByA ictor Brldges. Illustrated 437 paeeuPublished by G, P. Putnam's Sons.

This is a rapidly moving romance
concermng the kingdom of Lividia, a
prizefighter, a princess and a herowho drives a fast motor car andsmokes a cigarette on every page. It
ends happily.

TI_??,,I\Er> SIGN'A1" By Grace I.tvtngit.nHlll Lutz, Published bv th" .T. B Lip-plncott Co. 304 pages. Prlce, $1.35.
German spies, concealed telephonesand wireless and all the other ele-

ments of Teutonic intrigue are assem-
bled somewhat artlessly in this book,
which tells a highly improbable storv
of love and adventure.

LOVE TIME IN PICARDY. By -William
Addlson I.athrop. Fubltshed bv Britton
Publlshlng Co. 348 pages. Price, $1.50.
Although tho author, in his fore-

word, insists that this novel is not a
war story, nevertheless it reveals the
ravages made in Picardy by the Ger¬
mans, and its heroine is one of tho36
tragic little figures of which there arp
so many Yvonne, daughter of
Picardy, "honorably wounded."

Verse
"MT CHILD." By Jean Berry. Published
by the E. P. Dutton Company Prlce.
$1.26.
This little book expresses "the. won-

der and love of a mother for her first
child" in free and very sentimental
verse.

COMRADES OF THE M1ST and Other
Rhymes of the Grnnrt Fleet. By Lieu¬
tenant Commander Kugene E Wilson,
U. S. Navy Published by George Sully
* Co. 90 pages. Prlce, $1.
From c.xswain to commander, from

hold to bridge, these rhymes depict
every phase of naval life in war time,
and were written by one actually in it.

War and Reconstrnction
ONE OF THE TD By Corporal Slater

.Vashburn. Published by Houghton
Mlfflln Company. 163 pages. Prlce,
$1.35.
A simple. direct account of how the

Yankee Division trained, fought and,
in many instances, died, told by one
of its enlisted men.

RVRAL RECONSTRUCTION IN 1RE-
LAND. By Llonel Smlth-Gordon. M. A.,
and Laurence C. Ptaples, A. M. Pub¬
lished by Yale University Press. 290
pages. Prlce, $3.
The storv of that Irish movement

started by* Sir Horaee Plunkett in
1880 whereby cooperative creamenes,
credit societies and societies for the
purchase of farmers' supplies were es¬

tablished and organized in Ireland with
marked success. "A. E." in a preface
to the book says he believes this move¬

ment will make a complete conquest
of thc Irish mind before another gen-
cration has arisen.

LESSONS OF THE WORLD WAR. By
Augustln Hamon Published by Dodd,
Mead & Co. Pp. 438. Prlce $4.
Written by a weil known French

ociologist, this book is a penetrating,
detached and highly critical study of
the causes of the great war and its'
effect on the life of the nations. Mr.
Flamon traces with considerable detail
the political, social and economic

Kings-at-Arms
[By MARJORIE BOWEN
A royally thrilling tale, $1.75;

'The Song of the Sirens
|By EDWARD LUCAS WHITE

Author of "El Supremo." t $1-90,
While Pari* Laughed
JBy LEONARD MERRICK

Maiterpieces of roraedy. $1.75;
The Crescent Moon
'By CAPT. F. BRETT YOUNG

Author of "Marching on 1 anga." a

tale of the African East Coatt. $1.75
'The Ganresters
{By H. C. BAILEY, author of "The;

Highwoyman." $1 .'75
JThe Son of Pio
By C. L. CARLSEN. author of "The;
Taming of Calinga." $1.75,

Amalia
By JOSE MARMOL. The be»t pict-;

ure of the Argentine in fiction. $2.00,
Conrad in Quett of His Youth
|By LEONARD MERRICK

With an inrroduction by J. M.
Barrie. $1.60
Thia varied entcriainmenl way he
ordered from an\) hoatrtelUr or

E. P. DUTTON & CO.,
381 Fifth Ave., New York.
Al! prkt* nat, potUfe extra.

changes already brought about in the
life of the belligerent peoples.
DEMOCRACT IN RECONSTRUCTION. BvDr. Joseph Schafer and Frederick a'.
n*veland. Publlshed hy Houghton Mlf-flin Company. Pp. 505. Prlce $2.50.
A constructive discussion of our

after-the-war problems.social better-
ment, public service and health, educa-
tion, finance, unemplofhient, industrial
relations, transportation, etc, by more
than a score of the leading American
experts on these subjects.

Essay
CERVANTES. By Rudolph Schevlll. Pub-llshpd by Duffield & Co. Pp. 388. Prlce

Dr. Schevill's book rehearses the
chief events of Cervantes's life, and
gives an estimate of his various works,showing how he reflects the culture of
the Spanish Renaissance. New anglesof his work and career are shown by
means of recent documents found in
Spanish archives.

DEMOCRACT: D1SCIFLTNE: PEACEBy William Roscoe Thayer. Publlshedby Houghton Mlffltn Companv. Pp. 121Prlce $1.
A well written study of the funda-

mental nature of democracy-.its doubtsand ideals.in the light of the presentcnsis.

SHTLOCK NOT A JEW. Bv MaurlcePackard. M. D. Publlshe,! by the Rtrat-rord Co. 67 pages. Price. 75 cenls.
In this essay, odited and supple-mented by Adelaido *Marshall, argu-

.wnta are adva"ced to prove that the
'Merchant of Venice" is a perversionof true Jewish types.

Religicn
PROFHECT AND AUTHORTTT Bv
Kemper Fullerton, M. A. Publlshed bvthe Macmtllan Co. 114 pages. Prlce,

The purpose of Dr. Fullerton's volume
is to discusa the principles of the in-
terpretation of the Messianic Prophecy,
m yiew of the revival of miliennialistclaims and to reopen the question ofthe nature of the Bible as a principleof authority in Protestant theology.
THE KINGDOM THAT MTST BE BUILTBy W. J. Carey. Published bv theMarmlllan Co. 111 pages. Prlce, $1.
According to Dr. Carey, a Christian

is not a sour-voiced individual who
goes about curdling the milk of human
onjoyment, but. a person who has dis-covered a well-founded doctrine of what
comprises lasting contentment and
wants others to share in his discovery.
THE THINNTNO OF THE VEIL r\Record of Experience. Bv Mary Rruc7A\alla.--e. I'ublished by Dodd, Mead R.o. Pp. 99. Price $1.26.

This volume contains spirituaiist iccommunications on nfter life receivedby the author, together with some ofher own visions concerning it.

Science and Immortality
THE CHALLENOB OF THE WAR BvHenry Frank. Publlshed bv the Strat-ford Co. .172 pages. Prlce, $2.60.

In his latest book on the questionof immortality, as proved or disprovedby science. the author has undertakenfirst to ahow how the stock argumentsof scientific mechanism or materialismdo not disprove the possible truth offuture existence, and, second, to re-lnforce the arguments based on recentdiscovenes especially jn physics andbiology, which seem to him to estab-lish its logica! possibility, even proba-DllltV.

Indnstry

$l'.60.enry Holt & C°' "-1 P*&« "i«MT.°V;-._By..T':rank..Omerod. Publlshed

A comprehensive survev of the woolindustry presented in a rcadable andinteresting form.

An interesting survey of the cottonindustry from its earliest stages untilthe present, with an account of thos»inventions which have helped it to in-
crease and some*of the difficulties in¬volved in cotton manufacture at pres¬ent.

Politics
AMERICA AND A LEAGUE OF NATIONS. Addresses in Europe by Wood-rp'v Wilson Complled by Lyman Pb"WR.'.rtn'1^,,,rB- Hud«1"-''- Publlshed
¦Prlce $1." McNally & c°- 208 pages.

A source material book, giving. withilluatrations, the itinerary of Presi¬dent Wilson from November 18 1918to March 4, 1919, together with ad-dresses which he made during tha'time.

THE WORLD AND DEMOCRACT s9.lected and arranged bv Lyman P Lnwell and Charles M. Curry. Publishedby Rand. McNully & Co. 6531 SPrice, $1.26. pagea.

An anthology of prose and verseshowing the principles for which theAllies entered the world war. Thebook is generously provided with notesand maps.

Juvenile
DAVE FORTER'S WAR HONOR8 BvEdward .Stratemeyer. Publlshed bythe Lothrop Lee & Shepard Companv.308 pages. Prlce. $1.25.
A book for boys. all about the fight-

mg engineers, who worked under con¬
stant. fire. Dave, one of 'em himself,fights in the last heroic advance of the
Americans.

RAINBOW ISLAND. By Kdna A. BrownPubllshed by the Lothrop, Lee &- Shep¬ard Company. -JIO pngos. Price, $1.3".
Laid on the Mine coast and redo-

lent with tho fragrance of pines and
the pungent whiff of sea air, this storyfor boys and girls tells how a boy
got his chance to do something to helpwin the war, and how a girl helped him
do it.

GOOD OLD STORIE9 FOR BOY=5 AND
GIRLS. Selected by Elva S. Smith.Publlshed by the Lothrop. Lee & Shep¬ard Company. Illustrated. 3:'0 pages.Prlce, $1.60.
Twenty stories and poems, compris-

ing fairy tales and wonder yarns from
the Orient to our own United States.
They represent some of the nineteenth
ccntury's best known writers for chil¬
dren, and many of the stories make
excellent rcading aloud.

Eleven Printings
in SevenWeeks of
J, C. Snaith'sNew
Novel
THE UNDEFEATED

The Season's Great
Fiction Success. Have
You Read It?

Al All Boolticllers, $1.60 net

THIS IS AN APPLETON BOOK

About a Column
Everett T. Tomlinson, author of "The

Story of General Pershing." publishedby D. Appleton and Co., can hardly be
said to have satisfi.d all thc require-ments of research in his short volume.
we talls for mstance, into the common
error of altributing the remark, "La-
tayette, nous voila," to General Per¬
shing, although as a matter of factthe words were spoken by ColonelStanton.

It is true that Mr. Tomlinson is not
aione in his carelessness. but that hard¬
ly absolves him from failing to take
any note of several accounts of the
ceremony at Pickus written by personswho were present on July 4, 1917. MisaPrances Jolliffe of "The San Francisco
culletin, for instance, stood within afew feet of Pershing and Stanton when
tney spoke, and has repeatedly tried to
set rreople straight about the incident.
.Miss Grace Ellery Channing has also
r_ntten to the newspapers to correcttne mistaken impression that Pershing:said, ' Lafayette. we're here." Unfortu-
nately, neither was able to gain Mr.Tomhnson's attention. But even if h»h*6 overlooked their testimony he
should at least have examined the filesof the French newspapers of July 5,
in which General Pershing's speech was
reported in full without any mention of
the phrase eoncerning Lafayette. It is,ot course, a minor point, but the rules
and regulations for historians and biog-raphers. unless recently amended, are
severe about just such matters.

But inaccuracy is not the onlv faultwhich we would be inclined to find with
Mr. Tomlinson's book. When he quotestwo admirers who compare John J.I ershing with Lincoln we think his.ludgment may weil be called in ques¬tion. And before he is done with his
compansona Mr. Tomlinson writes:'One distinguished writer on militarytopics has called him the American
Kitchener because of his abilitv as an
orgamzer. Points of resemblance there
may be and doubtless are, and these
are not limited to anv one man, British
or American, but the people of the!
Lnited States are weil content to takehim as he is. If comparisons are to bemade then the resemblance should bebased on the fact that the party towhich reference ls made is 'like Per¬shing.' not. because General Pershing
is like another.''
Much of the book is in the same

taste.

About Q
Some recognition should be aecordedQuiller-Couch. His "most unpopularnovels" are rather more or less read,'but the brilliant side of the man ap-

pears to have escaped even discrimi-
nating readers. Three years agc "Onthe Art of Writing" received but little
comment, though I know of no more
deft handling of an abstract theme.
Fancy emotional play in such a prosvsubject! Yet here you will find pa"-thos, humor, irony, delightfully per¬sonal, and no end of critical, comment;pcrtinent sugjrestion. "Q" throws down
a challenge if would be weil to take up."Studies in Literature" appeared in
the fall of last year. And the openinglecture on "The Commerce of Thought"is,quite the finest bit of word play cre-
ated in a decade. Here, vou seekersfor onginality, read.and appreciate.That books of this nature do not
reach the casual reader is a great pity.I ntorcunately these offerings must of
necessity bear formidable titles unap-pealing to the superficial. Jones readsfor amusement. Imagine him turningt.o "The Horation Model in EnglishVerse" (third lecture in the Studies").Would it tempt him under "Wit andHumor of the Past?" That he wouldshy at the first caption is certain.Reminiscent phrases of his school dayswould occur to him. "Meredithian ob-
scurity," "Paterian complexity," andtlie like. Horace is two laps behindH. C. Witwer, and still losing. Youknow Jones. Mencken has done him
nicely.Bu't, after all, is Jones worth while'
Probably not. Let him seek his own
salvation. The misanthropical tend-
ency of some of our writers is not hard
to understand. D. L. GILBERT.

Our Weckly News Beat
Rita Wellman. writer of unconven-

tional plays and novels, expressed a
great desire to meet Theodore Dreiser,and a meeting was arranged. A longsilence followed the introduction, but
at last Miss Well-man exclaimed: "Oh,Mr. Dreiser, I've been so anxious to
meet youl I've heard so much about
y°u!" X. Q. L.

ln his interesting book, "The Ameri¬
can Language," H. L. Mencken at-
tributes to William Dean Howells the
opinion that new words are made much
faster in American than in English, and
that they are. in the main, "words of
murh greater daring and savor."
Mencken seemingly shares this be-

lief. but it seems to us that the last
four years have. produced evidence on
the other side. The English army, ac¬
cording to our notion, invented not
only more war slang than the Ameri¬
can but much more expressive slang.In fact. we«took over a number of their
words such as dud and cootie, and bus
for aeroplane). Our army was slow in

manufacturlng words. During the first
year of the war the Americans had no
slang word for German. Hun was
used sparingly, but only by officers.
Fritzie was rarcr. Boche was tried,
but proved to be ill adapted to Ameri¬
cans. They seemed afraid of it, and, in-
deed, it was often pronounced Botch.
Finally, after a year all these foreign
substitutes were abandoned by the
enlisted men, and the German became
Jerry. Curiously enough, the word
was almost invariably used in the sin-
gular. We heard a soldier telling
about a patrol encounter in which he
and twenty companions had driven a

slightly larger German force out of
an abandoned farmhouse, and he said:
"When we came over the top of the
hill we found Jerry." He stuck to
that usage all through the story.

In the last year of the war the Amer¬
ican army began to find names for va¬
rious things, but the slang list of the
first year was short. All wef can re-
member just now is "clacker" (for ten
centimes), "vin blanked," the various
twists of "I'll say so, "I'll tell the
world," "I'll say it is," etc, and "looie"
(for lieutenant). The French army was
the most prolific of all in language, and
several large dictionaries of French
trench slang have already been pub¬
lished. ..___.

In discussing slang Mencken ob-
serves, correcty, we think, that it is
not invented by men in mass but by
individuals. Not a little of it, he says,1
is made up by baseball writers, but we'
think he puts no high valuation upontheir inventiveness by citing Buch
labored phrases as "to clout the
the sphcre," "the initial aack," "to slam
the pill" and the "dexter meadow."
Much better are "southpaw," "fade-
away," "hard boiled egg," "floater"
and "solid ivory."

Lest any reader get the impression
that the purpoae of this column i_
solely to record disagreoments or dis-
approval we hasten to add that Leonard
Merrick's "Conrad In Quest of Hi_
Youth" is a charming book and, al¬
though the present edition is a re-
issue of a work pubished several years
ago, nobody we can think of has been
able in the mean time to eqnal Merrick's
skill in telling a gay story which ia not
altogcther gay. Nobody else, or few
at nny rate, can picture the merrlness
ao weil or heighten it so adroltly with
n background of shadows. v

HEYWOOD BROUN.

"What Arnold
Bermeti and

Compton Mac-
kenzie have been

doing for British
life, Arthur
Hodges is noTv

doing for Ameri¬
can life."

THE BOUNDER
By Arthur Hodges

"It is a good deal to say that American
literature is being enriched by work that
almost indisputably spells genius, and yet
it is no exaggeration to say that readers
of Thackeray or of Dickens must have
felt much the same when first they read
'Vanity Fair* or 'Dombey and Son." as
the reader now feels who peruses 'The
Bounder."

"ln a mediocre New York apartment
house Mr. Hodges finds most of his char-
acters. They are writers, professional
dancers and broken-down or self-exiled
aristocrats, delightfully human people,
with the inclinations to sample life, to
wrest from life its most fascinating secrets.

"It has been argued that the great
American novel will be a tale of the wide,
free West; but such an argument is futile
in the face of a book like 'The Bounder.'
If this be not America, if these be not true
Americans. if this be not American life,
then there is no such thing as American
life that can be grasped and reduced to
paper.".Philadelphia Press. $1.60 net.

Bookatorea HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY 16E.40thSt.
New York

The romance of a girl who beUeved in
America all the time.

Jf you want to be proud of your pnople
Jfyou are told "we should have gonv in

sooner'' '

Jf you icant lo know why, when we went
in, we won the moral leadership ofthe world;

Jf you are a real American and want :o
better understand Americanism

Read "Ruth of the U. S. A."
All Bookstore* a. C. MrClnrg & Co., Poblfshen

A GREAT NOVELIST COMING INTO HIS OWN
is LEONARD MERRICK whose

With a Preface by
JAMES M. BARRIE

in the new edition is now ready and whose

The Actor-Manager
Preface by W. D. HOWELLS, will be ready May 21.
Regular Edition in Cloth, Each Volume, $1.60 net.

The Limited Edition (1.500 ropirs of each volumr:) was protnptly ex-
hausted immediately on liic issue of the first volume by orders for lh<
later volumes in advance of publication, stroi
Merrick's popularity.
Order from your
Bookseller or e. p. duiton & co. 681 Fifth Ave.

New York.

COLLAPSE a*» RECONSTRUCTION
EUROPEAN CONDITIONS AND AMERICAN PRINCIPLES

By SIR THOMAS BARCLAY
This authoritative and timely work on the political recori-

struction of Europe is by probably the greatest living authority
on International Law. an eminent English barrister who has
made a life-long study of diplomacy and its efFect^.

Contents: Introduction: I: Past and Present; II: Foreign Policy;
III: Diplomacy, Secret Treaties and Negotiations; IV: Evoliif
United States' Foreign Policy; V: Equality of Economie Con
VI: Colonial Expansion; VII: Conqucst and Ahnexation; VIII: Free-
dom of Navigation; IX: Armaments; X: The Law of Nations:
XI: Neutralization ; XII: The Hague Court and Its Potentialities:
XIII: Balance of Power and Federation; XIV: A Society or League or
Nations; XV: America's Mission.

Crown 8vo. .£2.50 net.

UTTLE, BROWN & COMPANY, Publisher*, BOSTON

JUDIT
of

BLUE LAKE R^NCH
JacKson Gregory
A double-action Western storywith a cowboy heroine worth

knowing.
Illustrated. $1.50.

.^C" "*> CHASr SCRIBNERS SONS
597 Fifth Avenue. New York


